Holocaust and WWII-themed Book Circle Choice List  


· Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly	Already read it?  Y/N		Rank # 1-7 ____
[image: ]  
New York socialite Caroline Ferriday volunteers at the French consulate in the city. An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as she is drawn deeper into her role as courier for the underground resistance movement. Ambitious young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, sees an ad for a government medical position that seems to be her ticket out of a desolate life. 
The lives of these three women are set on a collision course when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for women. Their stories cross continents—from New York to Paris, Germany, and Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom history has forgotten.

· Sarah's Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 	Already read it?  Y/N		Rank # 1-7 ____
[image: http://i.gr-assets.com/images/S/compressed.photo.goodreads.com/books/1308654983i/2515790._UY200_.jpg]  
Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally arrested with her family by the French police in the Vel’ d’Hiv’ roundup, but not before she locks her younger brother in a cupboard in the family's apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few hours.
Paris, May 2002: On Vel’ d’Hiv’s 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write an article about this black day in France's past. Through her contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of long-hidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. 

· Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys	Already read it?  Y/N		Rank # 1-7 ____
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQjgjJRXlvsIRabE7ql0_ToXLizcTScefnsLHqWsd6cluQRGN5r]  
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each other tested with each step closer to safety. Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes.

· The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer 
Already read it?  Y/N	Rank # 1-7 ____
[image: http://images.gr-assets.com/books/1351979318l/2728527.jpg]  January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book subject and finds it in the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were discovered breaking curfew by the Germans occupying their island.  Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on their lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.

· Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 	Already read it?  Y/N		Rank # 1-7 ____
[image: Image result for unbroken]  As a teenager, Louis Zamperini channeled his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. 



· The Berlin Boxing Club by Robert Sharenow            Already read it?  Y/N		Rank # 1-7 ____

[image: Image result for the berlin boxing club]
  Karl Stern has never thought of himself as a Jew; after all, he's never even been in a synagogue. But the bullies at his school in Nazi-era Berlin don't care that Karl's family doesn't practice religion. Demoralized by their attacks against a heritage he doesn't accept as his own, Karl longs to prove his worth. Then Max Schmeling, champion boxer and German hero, makes a deal with Karl's father to give Karl boxing lessons. A skilled cartoonist, Karl has never had an interest in boxing, but now it seems like the perfect chance to reinvent himself. But when Nazi violence against Jews escalates, Karl must take on a new role: family protector. And as Max's fame forces him to associate with Nazi elites, Karl begins to wonder where his hero's sympathies truly lie. 



· All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr      Already read it?  Y/N 
	Rank # 1-7 ____[bookmark: _GoBack]Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel.

In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge.
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